SUMMARY Two cases of Weber-Christian panniculitis with onset at 7 months and 3 years 6 months are described. Both show evidence of disturbances in immune mechanisms. The family of the first case has a high prevalence of coeliac disease, and the mother of the first patient also suffers from alopecia areata and dermatitis herpetiformis.
Systemic Weber-Christian panniculitis is a disease of unknown aetiology. The patient is seriously ill, suffering crops of sometimes tender subcutaneous lumps, which resolve to leave depressions in the skin contour. Constitutional symptoms may include fever, tiredness, weight loss, abdominal pain, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea. Reported cases in children describe a continuing relapsing course or death.
Weber-Christian panniculitis has been described in association with a wide variety of other disease states. During the following three weeks the presenting lesions resolved, with new areas of erythema appearing on the dorsum of the right wrist, the right forearm, left calf, and mandible. New activity was seen in the original sites, with fat atrophy in the hands and forearms, and dimples appearing over the back and buttocks (Fig. 1) caused added concern. His family were known to the hospital because of coeliac disease (Fig. 2) . His mother, who also has dermatitis herpetiformis and alopecia areata, had been advised to maintain him on a gluten free diet for the first year. biopsy specimen was taken from an active area on the right foot (Fig. 3) 
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